
 

Church Office:  

Office Administrator 

Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 

8 am - 2:00 pm 

 

Pastor: 

Pastor Katya Ouchakof 

puccdodgville@gmail.com 

608-616-5075  

 

Office Administrator:  

Mary Haag 

935-5727 

plymouth@mhtc.net 

 

Organist: 

Marilyn Dunn 

OUR VISION “To be a wel-

coming and thriving Chris-

tian Community, living our 

faith through reflection and 

action, while remaining 

grounded in God’s love.” 

OUR MISSION “To grow 

and share our faith, worship 

God, and follow Jesus Christ 

in the ways of love, peace, 

compassion, justice and the 

nurturing of God’s crea-

tion.” 

 

 

Lent: A Season of Repentance 
 

The church year follows a rhythm. We begin in Advent, with God’s 

promises  

of sending something new into this imperfect world. Then, Jesus is 

born on Christmas! We celebrate for 12 days, until Epiphany. In the 

season after Epiphany, we recognize God’s presence in the world in 

new ways, while also acknowledging that we do not always wel-

come or understand God’s presence.  

 

Then we come to Lent. This 6-week season is a time to reflect on 

our humanity, to recognize that we have not always welcomed God 

respectfully, and to repent from those actions that have kept us apart 

from God. At the end of Lent, we find Jesus on the cross, suffering 

as a result of the failure of humans to respond faithfully to God’s 

call.  

 

But death doesn’t have the final word. After Lent, we celebrate new 

life on Easter! This season is about both the resurrection of Jesus, 
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Usher/Reader/Communion 

March 
30 - Chuck and Jill 
April 
6 - Earl and Shirley 
13 - Mary and Rick 
20 - Chuck and Jill 
27 - Mark and Lisa 
 
*If you would like to volunteer 
to  help with Worship, please 
contact Mark Pepelea or the 
church office.  

Joyful Noise 
March  

2, 9, 16, 23 Hodan Center 
30 One Great Hour of Sharing 

 
April 

6, 13 - Friendship Center 
20, 27 - Feeding Friends 

 
 Fellowship 

March 
2 - Rod and Mary Stellick 
9 - Mark and Lisa Pepelea 
16 - Steve Pieroni 
23 - Earl and Shirley Barnes 
30 - Jan Helmich 
 
April 
6 -  
13 -  
20 - Easter 
27 - Pepelea 
 

 
 

 

 

Watch Worship online via 

our Facebook page, Sun-

days, at 10 am.  

and the renewed chance that humanity has to respond faithfully. 

Easter continues until the day of Pentecost, when we celebrate 

the presence of the Holy Spirit moving among all people. For the 

next several months, in the season after Pentecost (or “ordinary 

time”), we see the many ways that the Spirit is active among the 

ancient prophets, the ministry of Jesus, and our world today.  

 

Right now, we are in the season of Lent. We are called to reflect 

on those things that separate us from God, and that we need to 

change moving forward in our lives of faith.  

 

The Wisconsin Council of Churches created a resource for Lent 

this year called “Repenting from Christian Nationalism.” Their 

website explains the need for this series:  

“Christian Nationalism has been in the headlines, and we know 

many faith leaders have been wondering how to respond. We in-

vite you to join with congregations exploring how this is more 

than a them problem - it's an us problem, too.”  

 

As we reflect on our relationship with God, barriers to that rela-

tionship, and where we can grow in faithfulness, it is important 

to remember that our lives of faith happen alongside the rest of 

our lives. Relationships, work, volunteering, and public engage-

ment are all interconnected to our relationship with God.  

 

We cannot separate our faith from our political viewpoints, our 

shopping habits, or the way we treat other people. There is con-

stant temptation to turn some aspect of our life into an idol – 

something that is more important to us than God. Specifically, in 

this country at this point in history, many are being tempted to 

place love of country above love of God.  

 

This Lent, we are invited to examine how we interact with the 

world around us, and remember that our relationship with God is 

more important than anything else. When we find ourselves pri-

oritizing a person, hobby, occupation, or belief system more than 

we value God, our faithful response is to repent, to return to 

God, and to reprioritize our lives. Thank you for joining me in 

this Lenten journey. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Katya 

https://www.facebook.com/Plymouthdodgeville


 



Easter Lily order forms are available in the sanctuary, on the bulletin board across from the coat 

hanger downstairs, or if you would like, you may print this order form and returned filled out 

with the information for the cards.  If you have any questions, please contact Mark Pepelea or a 

Diaconate member.  All orders must be in by April 3rd.  

Important Updates 

Council is now meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm.  Diaconate meets the same day  

at 6 pm.  

The monthly newsletter deadline is Sunday after the Council meeting.  If you have anything to include, 

please submit it to the office at Plymouth@mhtc.net in a timely fashion.   



CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Moderator 

Lisa Pepelea 

 

Treasurer 

Steve Pieroni 

 

Clerk 

Mary Stellick 

 

At Large council members 

Shirley Barnes 

Denise Whitish 

Chuck Roethe 

 

Meetings 
Council and Diaconate 
meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday monthly.  
Diaconate meetings 
start at 6 pm, and 
Council meetings start 
at 7 pm.  
 

 

If your address, phone/cell 

number, or email have 

changed, please contact the 

office so that we may update 

our records .  You may call 

the office at 935-5727, or 

email the office at  

plymouth@mhtc.net.   

 

 
Newsletter  
submissions are 
due the Sunday  
following council 
meetings.  
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Plymouth UCC Council Meeting Summary 

February 19, 2025 

 

Members Present: Lisa Pepelea, Mary Stellick, Steve Pieroni, Chuck Roethe, Denise Whitish 

Absent: Shirley Barnes, Pastor Katya Ouchakof 

 

Meeting was called to order by Moderator Lisa Pepelea at 7:02. Lisa offered a prayer. Minutes of the 

January meeting were approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report 

In addition to prepping worship in advance, I spent time coordinating the event with Professor 

Nessan last Saturday, which I think went very well! It was helpful to be in community with folks from 

various churches, and to hear the perspective of an expert in the field.  

 

Mary H is going to update the office hours to be 10am-2pm Tues and Thurs, and 8am-2pm Wed. She 

will also add hours on Sunday, 9:30-11:30am, as currently Google lists the church as closed on Sun-

days! 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Missions 

The distributions for Joyful Noise (JN) collections are up to date or are in progress. 

 

Financial 

Steve submitted report of checking account balance. There was no report from Zander for January. 

Stewardship was up in January (some members making their contributions for the year). The gross 

receipts from pasty sales in January was around $4000. 

 

Trustees 

Three things are on the Trustee plate right now. 



1 )  Steve and I will be meeting with Dave Brick next week to discuss repairs to the two closets off 

the Fellowship Hall.   

 2)  The Fire Marshall finally came to check our fire extinguishers.  He removed all of ours and re-

placed them with certified extinguishers.  He will now come annually.  Mary Haag is to keep a rec-

ord of these visits. 

3)  We have talked with the artist Lisa Humke about the possibility of designing a mural for the un-

used outside door on Main Street.  She will submit ideas and a bid. 

 

Diaconate 

The Diaconate did not meet this month. 

 

Old Business 

Pastor Katya’s contract extension – Chuck moved to extend her contract with no changes for three 

months, Steve seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

1) Lisa reported that Mark recorded the February 8 event and it is available on a USB or to watch 

on the church laptop. 

Steve shared the sketch by Lisa Humke for the “History Wall” to be painted in the Overflow room. 

2) Denise requested a possible change in dates for Council meetings in March, April and 
June due to schedule conflicts. Lisa will check with Pastor Katya re her available days, 
will either change meeting dates to Wednesday or change the week. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:47. March meeting date TBD.  

 

Submitted by Mary Stellick, Clerk 

 

Complete meeting minutes and Treasurer’s report are available on request. 


